
GEM1917 Group project proposal assessment (10% of final mark)

October 29, 2014

Due Week 13, Sem I, AY2014-2015

1 Overview

The project focuses broadly on issues and challenges in sustainability, and each team has chosen a topic in
an area of their liking. All teams are now required to submit a proposal explaining their choice of project.
Your proposal should explain the general area and motivation for your research, and indicate how you will
proceed next semester. Your team proposal has three components:

1. A short paper (perhaps 3-6 pages) describing your proposal. You have already presented your pre-
proposal, and soon we hope to give you feedback on your presentation. The main difference for your
proposal paper submission, is that we wish you to present it in a form that we will specify, so that all
presentations look the same.

2. An A1 poster outlining your proposal, which you will be presenting at the gem1917 networking
event on Saturday 15th November. Your audience will be your fellow students, and invited guests.

3. A prepared presentation (i.e. a talk), which should be 5 minutes long. You will be presenting this talk
during your tutorial session in week 13 (i.e. the week from 10 to 14 November), and again during
the session on Saturday.

Each of these will cover much the same material, although perhaps to different levels of detail. For example,
when you give your talk, you might leave out details of some of your preliminary research, and just focus
on the approach that you want to take. However, in your paper you might explain this background material,
and give references. On Saturday, 15th of November, you will be explaining your proposal to interested
invited people, using (primarily) an A1 poster.

2 Deliverables

Paper: The paper is a formal short paper of 3 to 6 pages in an ACM-like conference format. This link
shows a sample formal paper:

http://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/˜hugh/GEM1917/template.pdf

If you wish, you can use Word - with this sample template file:

http://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/˜hugh/GEM1917/template.doc
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The format of the paper must follow exactly the specified style (including fonts, font sizes, layouts etc).
An easy way to do this is to just edit the supplied template.doc. Appendices can exceed the page limit, if
you really cannot reduce your paper to 6 pages. Note: it is important to reference your sources even at this
early stage.

Poster: Your posters are to be A1 size, and landscape (horizontal) orientation. It costs about $12 to print
an A1 poster, and so you will use up a lot of your printing quota when you print the poster - so make sure
it is what you want before you print it. If you are unsure of this process, your mentors can assist you. To
do your A1 posters, you can use latex, PPT or Word (or any other poster method you know of). There are
many examples of suitable “formal” poster presentation styles you could use at sites such as:

http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign

The format of the poster is up to you, but ensure that it has a title, the authors (i.e. all of you), the institution
(RVRC), and a strong introduction/overview/abstract.

Good posters are ones that are not too wordy (dont try to put everything on the poster). Instead try to
establish a few key points that you want to make, and find some clear way of illustrating the points -
a combination of words and images often works well. In the website above, the first poster shown is
probably too wordy for your presentation. The website has some very bad posters to show what not to do.

Your posters serve as a talking point, to help you explain your focus to people who may only have a very
vague idea of the area. So you can be a bit less formal in them. A poster is not there to capture every last
part of your project so far, it is to capture the interest of arbitrary passers-by.

Talk: Please take your talk seriously. You will be presenting it to your classmates in Week 13, during
tutorial times, and also to the teaching staff. It will be part of your assessment. On Saturday you will also
present the talk again, in the small room at the networking event venue. This all means that you should
prepare it carefully.

In your talk you can use PPT or any other presentation medium or style. All team members can present,
or just one, or some subset of your team. Since the talk is very short (5 minutes), it might be difficult for
everyone to present, but try a few dry-runs to see how it goes. Again, your mentors can help with advice.
After you have presented, you may have to answer questions about your proposal.

3 Preparation, presentation

During your tutorial sessions next week, your mentors will assist you with your preparations, but you
should get started immediately.

Your final paper (in WORD and PDF), and any presentation materials, should be assembled in a single
zipped file, and uploaded to IVLE on Friday November 14, before 9:00 pm. Your upload filename should
clearly identify your group.
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