
 

LAWS ON PAID BLOOD COLLECTIONS (WHOLE BLOOD) 
 

Seah Shuqi Gabriel∗ 
 

May 2008 
 
The following is an appendix to the Honours Thesis, “Thicker Than Water: Factors Affecting 
Blood Collections And An Empirical Test Of Crowding Out”, submitted to the Department of 
Economics, National University of Singapore in the Academic Year 2007/2008. 
 
The following countries have been added since the main work was submitted: Belgium 
 

Country 
Paid blood 

collection legal 
in 2004?1 

Source2 Remarks 

Albania Yes Albanian Strategy For Safe Blood 
Transfusion  

Algeria No Boukef, Kamel  
Argentina No del Pozo, Ana Emilia  
Australia No Farrugia, Albert  

Austria No Commission Of The European 
Communities (2006)  

Bangladesh Yes Lifespan/Tufts/ Brown Center for 
AIDS Research (2007)  

Belarus Yes Belarusian Government (1995)  
Belgium No Vandekerckhove, Philippe  

Benin No Boukef, Kamel  
Bolivia No Bolivian Government (1996)  
Brazil No Wendel, Silvano  

Bulgaria Yes Bulgarian Government (2003)  
Burkina Faso No Boukef, Kamel  

Cambodia No Lifespan/Tufts/ Brown Center for 
AIDS Research (2007)  

China No Transfusion International, No. 79, July 
2000  

Congo (the) No Boukef, Kamel  
Côte d'Ivoire No Boukef, Kamel  

Cyprus No Papaevangelou, Róumeliotou et al. 
(1988)  

Czech Republic Yes Walterova, Lenka  
Congo 

(Democratic 
Rep) 

No Boukef, Kamel  

Denmark No Mikkelsen, Niels  

                                                 
∗ Please contact the author at gabrielseah@hotmail.com if you have any enquiries. 
1 Paid blood donation was considered legal unless there was a law banning it 
2 Details of each source are at the end of this document 



 

Egypt No Boukef, Kamel  
Finland No Rautonen, Jukka  
France No Hossenlopp I, Claudine  

Germany Yes Heimer, Peter 

Payment was made illegal 
under the 2005 Transfusion 

Act, but expenses could 
still be claimed (Vox 

Sanguinis, 2006) 
Greece No Maniatis, Alice  
Guinea No Boukef, Kamel  
Guyana Yes Henry, Nicolette  

Honduras No Vinelli, Elizabeth  
Hungary No Laszlo, Bencze  

India No Government of National Capital 
Territory – Delhi (2000)  

Italy No Vox Sanguinis (2006)  

Japan No Tadokoro, Kenji 

In 2003, the Law on 
securing Stable Supply of 
Safe Blood Products, which 
banned remunerated 
collections, took effect 

Jordan No Boukef, Kamel  

Kazakhstan Yes WHO Regional Office for Europe 
(2003)  

Libya (the) No Boukef, Kamel  

Lithuania Yes Buciuniene, Ilona, Blazeviciene, 
Aurelija et al. (2006)  

Mali No Boukef, Kamel  
Mauritania No Boukef, Kamel  

Mexico No Volkow, Velasco et al. (2004)  
Morocco No Boukef, Kamel  

Netherlands 
(the) No Commission Of The European 

Communities (2006)  

Niger (the) No Boukef, Kamel  
Oman No Boukef, Kamel  

Pakistan Yes Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health  (2003)  

Palestinian 
Territories Yes Suleiman, Hassan D. & Elaiwa, Najah 

M. (2006)  

Philippines No Davide, Hilario G. (2005)  
Portugal No European Blood Alliance (2007)  

Qatar No Boukef, Kamel  

Romania No WHO Regional Office for Europe 
(2003)  

Saudi Arabia No Boukef, Kamel  
Senegal No Boukef, Kamel  

South Africa No Heyns, Anthon  
Sudan (the) No Boukef, Kamel  



 

Sweden Yes Mikkelsen, Niels  
Switzerland Yes Levy, Guy  

Syria No Boukef, Kamel  
Togo No Boukef, Kamel  

Trinidad and 
Tobago No Trinidad and Tobago Government 

(2000)  

Tunisia No Boukef, Kamel  
Turkey Yes Gurol, Saban et al. (2006)  

United Arab 
Emirates (the) No Boukef, Kamel  

United Kingdom No Allain, Jean-Pierre  
United States of 

America Yes Dodd, Roger Y  

Venezuela No Saltiel, Christiane  
Yemen No Boukef, Kamel  

Zimbabwe No Emmanuel, Jean C  
 
Where sources were dated prior to 2004, further research was done to check if legislation on the 
legality of paid blood collections had since changed, and if nothing was found, it was assumed 
that the laws had not changed. 
 
Details for sources: 
Albanian Strategy For Safe Blood Transfusion 2005-2010, 
http://www.moh.gov.al/PdfStrategji/blood_strategy.pdf, accessed 8 April 2008 
 
Allain, Jean-Pierre (Professor). Department of Haematology, School of Clinical Medicine, 
University of Cambridge 
 
Belarusian Government (1995) Law of the Republic of Belarus (Text No. 3559-XII) of 31 
January 1995 on the donation of blood and blood components. Cited and translated by WHO - 
International Digest Of Health Legislation, http://www.who.int/idhl-
rils/results.cfm?language=english&type=ByTopic&strTopicCode=IVC&strRefCode=Bela, 
accessed 8 April 2008 
 
Bolivian Government (1996) Law No. 1687 of 27 March 1996 on transfusion medicine and blood 
banks. Cited and translated by WHO - International Digest Of Health Legislation, 
http://www.who.int/idhl-
rils/results.cfm?language=english&type=ByTopic&strTopicCode=IVC&strRefCode=Bol, 
accessed 8 April 2008 
 
Boukef, Kamel (Professor). National Blood Transfusion Centre of Tunis, Ministry of Health, 
Tunisia 
 
Buciuniene, Ilona, Blazeviciene, Aurelija et al. (2006) Blood donors' motivation and attitude to 
non-remunerated blood donation in Lithuania. BMC Public Health, Vol 6:166 
 



 

Bulgarian Government (2003) Law on Blood, Blood Donation and Blood Transfusion. 
http://www.mlsp.government.bg/bg/integration/euro/chapter-
13/euro/09.Public%20Health/02.bg%20legislation/law%20on%20blood%20en.pdf, accessed 8 
April 2008 
 
Commission Of The European Communities (2006) Report on the promotion by Member States 
of voluntary unpaid blood donations. 
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/human_substance/documents/blood_com_0217_en.pdf, 
accessed 8 April 2008 
 
Davide, Hilario G. (2005) Beltran vs Sec of Health : 133640 : November 25, 2005 : J. Azcuna : 
En Banc : Decision. http://www.supremecourt.gov.ph/jurisprudence/2005/nov2005/133640.htm, 
accessed 8 April 2008 
 
del Pozo, Ana Emilia (Dr). National Coordinator of Clinical Use of Blood Commission, 
International Affairs Secretary, Association Argentina de Hemoterapia e Immunohematologia 
 
Dodd, Roger Y (Dr). Vice President, Research and Development, American Red Cross 
 
Emmanuel, Jean C (Dr). Specialist Consultant; Blood Transfusion Systems 
 
European Blood Alliance (2007) Member Consultation: Movement of labile blood products. 
http://www.swba.se/getNewsAttachment.aspx?id=5, accessed 8 April 2008 
 
Farrugia, Albert (Professor). Head, Blood and Tissues Unit, Office of Devices, Blood and Tissues, 
Therapeutic Goods Administration, Australia 
 
Government of National Capital Territory – Delhi (2000) National Blood Policy 2000. 
http://bloodbanksdelhi.com/content/NationalBloodPolicy2002.htm, accessed 8 April 2008 
 
Gurol, Emekdas, Saban, Cavuslu et al. (2006) Trends in Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C Virus among 
Blood Donors over 16 Years in Turkey. European Journal of Epidemiology, Vol 21 No. 4, pp. 
299-305 
 
Heimer, Peter. German-Red Cross Blood Transfusion Services. heimerp@gevis.de 
 
Henry, Nicolette. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Global AIDS Program, Guyana 
 
Heyns, Anthon (Professor). South African National Blood Service PEPFAR Programme Director 
 
Hossenlopp I, Claudine (Mrs). Établissement français du sang, Veigne, France 
 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health (2003) Pakistani Injection Drug Users Twice 
as Likely to Donate Blood. 
http://www.jhsph.edu/publichealthnews/press_releases/PR_2003/Pakistan_users.html, accessed 8 
April 2008  
 



 

Laszlo, Bencze. Legal expert, Ministry of Health, Department of International and European 
Affairs, Hungary 
 
Levy, Guy (Dr). Medical Director, Blood Transfusion Service of the Swiss Red Cross 
 
Lifespan/Tufts/ Brown Center for AIDS Research (2007). Fogarty AIDS International Training 
and Research Program. http://www.lifespan.org/cfar/int-fogarty.html, accessed 8 April 2008 
 
Maniatis, Alice (Professor). Chief, Haematology, Henry Dunant Hospital, Athens 
 
Mikkelsen, Niels. IFBDO/FIODS President 
 
Papaevangelou, Róumeliotou et al. (1988) Epidemiological characteristics of hepatitis B virus 
infection in Cyprus. European Journal of Epidemiology, Vol 4 No. 2, pp. 150-153 
 
Rautonen, Jukka. Director, Finnish Red Cross Blood Transfusion Service 
 
Saltiel, Christiane (Dra.) Directora del Banco Municipal de Sangre de Caracas 
 
Suleiman, Hassan D. & Elaiwa, Najah M. (2006) Palestinian BTS experience in shifting towards 
voluntary non-remunerated blood donation. PMJ - Palestinian Medical Journal, Vol 2 (1) 
 
Tadokoro, Kenji. Director, Central Blood Institute, Japanese Red Cross Blood Service 
Headquarters, Japan 
 
Transfusion International, No. 79, July 2000. http://www.ifrc.org/docs/pubs/health/blood/ti79.pdf, 
accessed 8 April 2008  
 
Trinidad and Tobago Government (2000) Act No. 13 of 2000, 
http://www.ttparliament.org/bills/acts/2000/a2000-13.pdf, accessed 8 April 2008 
 
Walterova, Lenka (Dr). Head of Dept. Clinical Haematology, Regional Hospital Liberec, Liberec, 
Czech Republic 
 
Wendel, Silvano (Dr). Medical Director - Blood Bank, Hospital Sírio Libanês, São Paulo, Brazil 
 
WHO Regional Office for Europe (2003) Intercountry Meeting On Quality Management For 
Directors Of Blood Transfusion Services In The European Region. 
http://www.euro.who.int/document/e79196.pdf, accessed 8 April 2008 
 
Vandekerckhove, Philippe (Prof) Belgian Red Cross. 
 
Vinelli, Elizabeth (Dr). Medical Director, National Blood Program, Honduras Red Cross 
 
Volkow, Patricia, Velasco, Silvia Ruiz et al. (2004) Transfusion-associated HIV infection in 
Mexico related to paid blood donors; HIV epidemic. International Journal of STD & AIDS 2004, 
Vol 15 No, 5, pp. 337–342 



 

 
Vox Sanguinis (2006) Paid vs. unpaid donors, Vox Sanguinis, Vol 90 Issue 1, pp. 63-70 


