
TEACHER REPORT

Name of Teacher Tuck Choy Tan

Module CS1231S-Discrete Structures (LECTURE)

Academic Year/Sem 2021/2022 - SEM 2

Department COMPUTER SCIENCE

Faculty SCHOOL OF COMPUTING

Raters Student

Responded 89

Invited 130

Response Ratio 68%

Note:

Class Size = Invited; Response Size = Responded; Response Rate = Response Ratio

A. GUIDELINES FOR INTERPRETING THE REPORT

The teacher evaluation report is for developmental purposes and is meant to help identify strengths and areas for
improvement. Please consider the following recommendations that will aid in interpreting the results:

1. Examine the report by taking note of patterns in order to consider how best to act on the feedback your students
have taken the time to provide. Use the reflection section at the end to reflect upon how you might act on the
feedback.

2. These evaluations stem from student perception and thus constitute one source of evidence among others as to
the quality of your teaching. Any response to the feedback should be based on the most representative results
rather than on outlying responses.

3. Upon getting a general sense as to what has gone well, and which areas may require attention and
improvement, it is important to drill down to the related questions. These questions can help guide future action
if feedback from students suggest areas for improvement.

4. Keep both the likert scale and written comments in mind while reading through the report. High scores (4+)
suggest student consensus indicating a strength. On the other hand, low scores (2-) should be considered as
an area that requires immediate developmental focus based on student feedback.



B. NOMINATION FOR TEACHING AWARDS

Response Count

I would like to nominate Tuck Choy Tan for teaching awards 42

Comment

- best prof

- He is really passionate about teaching. He takes the time and effort to make learning interesting and easy for students. Likewise,
he also takes time after lessons to answer queries.

- He made the lectures engaging and enjoyable

- He is a highly adaptable individual who quickly adapts his method of explanation based on student's needs. He is also high
spirited which rubs it off onto students as we attend his lecture/tutorial. Overall, this prof is a very positive and competent individual
who has fulfilled his role well as an educator.

- Very passionate in teaching and ensuring that students participate. Allows students to try even when they think they may be wrong.

- Encourage learning.

- Prof Aaron motivated me to study for the module

- good professor

- Goes out of his way as a prof

- Sincerely cares for his students

- Prof Tan always tries to make our lectures more interesting and engage us in what we are going to learn. His passion in teaching
and interacting with his students makes his lessons that much more livelier as much as a zoom call can be, even though I know it
can be hard to talk to the computer screen for such a long time.

- CS1231S is a very difficult module, and we can all see his efforts in trying to deliver the content in an understandable and cope–
able mannner.

- I rarely see somebody as dedicated and passionate to teaching like him

- He is extremely helpful and patient with his students during classes and lectures. He explains difficult topics extremely well and he
is one of the professors that sets the bar/standard for NUS math's difficulty.

- Prof Aaron's ability to condense such an abstract subject while providing ample guidance to students during lectures by providing
a convenient platform for QnA is nothing short of extraordinary. For such an abstract topic, he was able to instill my interest into the
subject despite my incapability in understanding sometimes, and it inspired me to want to take additional subjects related to this
module.

- dedicated

- Prof Aaron puts in a great deal of effort to make his lectures entertaining and engaging even through the online medium and
hence, learning from lectures is enjoyable.

- Lecture slides are well prepared and is engaging during the lecture

- makes a generally tough module more enjoyable

- he is passionate about teaching

- best professor i ever had

- His passion in teaching is really one of the best i've ever experienced so far in these 2 semesters that i've studied in.

- engaging

- Cares about his students alot

- He's the best and very friendly, funny, very well versed and passionate in what he's teaching

- He’s well deserving with clear and concise examples and always attempt to engage the class

- .

- Despite the module being extremely difficult, the lecturer still makes the lessons engaging through his zoom session.

- Knowledgeable, caring, passionate, helpful

- Prof Aaron is one of the most engaging professors I've met in NUS. Even though lectures were online, I was still able to feel the
positivity, passion and love he exhibited for the content he teaches. Personally, Prof Aaron has truly inspired me to do better and
strive for personal fulfillment through learning, cultivating in students a genuine interest for the module.



Comment

- His lectures are entertaining.

- Professor Tan is no doubt one of the best lecturer and module coordinator. He is very knowledgeable, cares about students'
development and learning and puts in a lot of effort to ensure that the module is taught to the best of his ability. He even goes
beyond his call of duty by supplementing many additional materials like discussion questions in tutorials, supplemental quizzes
and a forum for student to ask questions.

- clear explanation on concepts and care about students. patient and friendly teaching

- He was able to make a complicated subject relatively easier to understand

- Really enjoyed his teaching style and effort.

- teach this module very well

- Very passionate lecturer. Gives so many examples in his lectures and answers students questions on the forum so quickly.

- He cares for his students and his classes are good. He is engaging and he makes sure that his students ask questions and
understands the topic.

- he is a funny teacher

- His commitment to teach the students is absolutely astounding.

- Prof Tan always strive to help his students understand the lecture's contents better by including substantial examples and even
conducting revision lectures on past years' exam papers.

- Prof Aaron is a very dedicated professor who is willing to go above and beyond his office hours to clarify any doubts one may have
on topics

C. STUDENT FEEDBACK SCORES

(i) Rating Score

Question

Average Score
(TEACHER)

Department
Average

(COMPUTER
SCIENCE)

Faculty Average
(SCHOOL OF
COMPUTING)

Mean
Standard
Deviation

Mean
Standard
Deviation

Mean
Standard
Deviation

Overall, the teacher is effective. 4.6 0.6 4.2 0.8 4.2 0.9

Question

Average
Score

(TEACHER)

Dept
Average by
Activity &

Level
(COMPUTER

SCIENCE-
LECTURE

(Level 1000))

Fac Average
by Activity &

Level
(SCHOOL OF
COMPUTING-

LECTURE
(Level 1000))

Dept
Average by

Activity
(COMPUTER

SCIENCE-
LECTURE)

Fac Average
by Activity

(SCHOOL OF
COMPUTING-

LECTURE)

Mean Mean Mean Mean Mean

Overall, the teacher is effective. 4.6 4.0 3.9 4.2 4.1



Overall, the teacher is effective

Question

Average Score
(TEACHER)

Department
Average

(COMPUTER
SCIENCE)

Faculty Average
(SCHOOL OF
COMPUTING)

Mean
Standard
Deviation

Mean
Standard
Deviation

Mean
Standard
Deviation

The teacher has enhanced my thinking ability. 4.6 0.6 4.2 0.8 4.2 0.8

The teacher provided timely and useful feedback. 4.6 0.6 4.2 0.8 4.2 0.9

The teacher has increased my interest in the subject. 4.4 0.9 4.2 0.9 4.1 0.9

Average of Q1-Q3 4.5 0.7 4.2 - 4.1 -

Question

Average
Score

(TEACHER)

Dept
Average by
Activity &

Level
(COMPUTER

SCIENCE-
LECTURE

(Level 1000))

Fac Average
by Activity &

Level
(SCHOOL OF
COMPUTING-

LECTURE
(Level 1000))

Dept
Average by

Activity
(COMPUTER

SCIENCE-
LECTURE)

Fac Average
by Activity

(SCHOOL OF
COMPUTING-

LECTURE)

Mean Mean Mean Mean Mean

The teacher has enhanced my thinking ability. 4.6 4.0 3.9 4.2 4.1

The teacher provided timely and useful feedback. 4.6 4.0 3.9 4.2 4.1

The teacher has increased my interest in the subject. 4.4 3.9 3.8 4.1 4.1

Average of Q1-Q3 4.5 4.0 3.8 4.2 4.1



Department Specific Questions

Question

Average Score
(TEACHER)

Department
Average

(COMPUTER
SCIENCE)

Mean
Standard
Deviation

Mean
Standard
Deviation

The teacher engaged me in useful interactions that have enhanced my learning. 4.6 0.6 4.2 0.8

Question

Average Score
(TEACHER)

Department
Average

(COMPUTER
SCIENCE)

Mean
Standard
Deviation

Mean
Standard
Deviation

The teacher's attitude and approach encouraged me to think and work in a creative and
independent way.

4.6 0.6 4.2 0.8

Question

Average Score
(TEACHER)

Department
Average

(COMPUTER
SCIENCE)

Mean
Standard
Deviation

Mean
Standard
Deviation

The teacher cares about student development and learning. 4.7 0.6 4.2 0.8



(ii) Distribution of Responses and Additional Statistics

1. The teacher has enhanced my thinking ability.

Statistics Value

Response Count 89

Mean 4.6

Median 5.0

Mode 5

80th Percentile 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.6

Positive Feedback 96%

2. The teacher provided timely and useful feedback.

Statistics Value

Response Count 89

Mean 4.6

Median 5.0

Mode 5

80th Percentile 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.6

Positive Feedback 96%

3. The teacher has increased my interest in the subject.

Statistics Value

Response Count 89

Mean 4.4

Median 5.0

Mode 5

80th Percentile 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.9

Positive Feedback 87%

4. Overall, the teacher is effective.

Statistics Value

Response Count 89

Mean 4.6

Median 5.0

Mode 5

80th Percentile 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.6

Positive Feedback 96%



The teacher engaged me in useful interactions that have enhanced my learning.

The teacher engaged me in useful interactions that have
enhanced my learning.

Statistics Value

Response Count 89

Mean 4.6

Median 5.0

Mode 5

80th Percentile 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.6

Positive Feedback 97%

The teacher's attitude and approach encouraged me to think and work in a creative and independent way.

The teacher's attitude and approach encouraged me to think and
work in a creative and independent way.

Statistics Value

Response Count 89

Mean 4.6

Median 5.0

Mode 5

80th Percentile 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.6

Positive Feedback 94%



The teacher cares about student development and learning.

The teacher cares about student development and learning.

Statistics Value

Response Count 89

Mean 4.7

Median 5.0

Mode 5

80th Percentile 5.0

Standard Deviation 0.6

Positive Feedback 98%

(iii) Scale Distribution of Responses

The teacher engaged me in useful interactions that have enhanced my learning.



The teacher's attitude and approach encouraged me to think and work in a creative and independent way.

The teacher cares about student development and learning.

(iv) Rating Scores vs. Gender

Question M F Overall

The teacher has enhanced my thinking ability. 4.7 4.4 4.6

The teacher provided timely and useful feedback. 4.6 4.4 4.6

The teacher has increased my interest in the subject. 4.5 4.0 4.4

D. STRENGTHS 

What are Tuck Choy Tan's strengths?

Comments

Explains concepts clearly, passionate about the topic

Well organized module content. Lecture material is always uploaded in advance so I could peek at it before the actual lecture. Also,
Aaron uploads his Zoom recording almost instantly after the lecture, which I really appreciate!!!

Passionate about teaching and provides engaging lessons

Able to explain concepts clearly with real world examples.
Clearly understands the needs of students.

He can explain the content very well

He is very passionate about his subject matter and this passion is very infectious and often is passed on to the students as well. As
a result, students have more passion for the subject matter and are more interested to put in more effort to learn more as well. His
notes and slides are well made and helps students understand complex and abstract concepts better.

Encourage learning

Engaging and very nice to students

Puts in effort to ensure that students understand the content

funny, engaging lessons and is clear in his explanations

Having a clear and appropriate speech speed

Explains very well

Cheerful

His knowledge and interest in the module



Comments

The teacher cares about our learning and will explain the topics and concepts in great detail.

i like the many examples he gives and he tries to make sure that there are enough scenarios given for us to understand but yet
think independently.

Engagement

Prof Tan is really great at explaining and can be seen to have a lot of experience with teaching. I really hope I can attend his live
lectures one day!

CS1231S is a very difficult module, and we can all see his efforts in trying to deliver the content in an understandable and cope–
able mannner.

His passion and dedication to teaching

Creating the craziest and difficult questions for topics in Discrete math. He is able to explain well every single topic in Discrete math
and his lectures are one of the most insightful and easily understandable lectures for mathematics. It is usually a joy to be in his
class as students will learn very interesting ideas and proofs in class. He constantly motivates his students to understand and go
beyond their limits in math.

Being able to guide students to think critically about a topic while encouraging independent thought processes. Questions set by
him in our tutorials are pretty difficult, but it helps us in crossing the bridge between knowing to understanding.

He provided answers in the forum in timely manner.

A very dedicated professor who makes time for his students. He sets up consultation during school holidays, re–record videos that
are not recorded properly, etc. No doubt in his teaching skills, he knows his stuff and he makes sure his students get the best
content and learning.

nil

Good at teaching abstract concepts

Prof Aaron puts in a great deal of effort to make his lectures entertaining and engaging even through the online medium and hence,
learning from lectures is enjoyable.

Delivers the content in an interesting way and provides many examples

passionate about the module

he is well–versed in his subject area

Very passionate

Engaging

very good professor

He is very passionate in teaching. Although the module is very difficult, he tried to explained it in very simple terms so that students
will be able follow. He also replies to questions posed by the students very quickly.

Clear Explanation

He practices kungfu, so I'm sure he's a pretty strong man

Clear and Concise

Funny and approachable. Able to explain concepts in a clear and understandable way.

His attitude and approach in teaching

Although the subject is difficult, he still manage to keep the lecture interesting and engaging

He is hard–carrying the difficult content of this module, and is the saving grace of its brutal difficulty. He clearly knows a lot, and
cares a lot! Doubtless he goes the extra mile every time. It is only because of these two Profs that I have maintained some interest
in the module.

Prof Aaron is one of the most engaging professors I've met in NUS. Even though lectures were online, I was still able to feel the
positivity, passion and love he exhibited for the content he teaches. Personally, Prof Aaron has truly inspired me to do better and
strive for personal fulfillment through learning, cultivating in students a genuine interest for the module.

His lectures are interesting to watch.

Professor Tan is extremely dedicated in his teaching. From a glance you can definitely tell that his main objective is for students to
develop and learn from his module. He is extremely knowledgeable in the subject and as an extra boon, he tries to make his
lessons entertaining even when that is definitely not a necessity for University classes.

Makes the lessons interesting and is a nice prof! Also like how everything is explained quite simply, without assuming that we have
prior knowledge.

Teach every new topics very clearly and easily to understand.

Really passionate and knowledgeable and give lots of examples in the lectures to help with understanding.



Comments

Very engaging. Makes learning fun. Cares for his students. Passionate prof.

–Very engaging and lively in lectures
–Understands the struggles of students in the module

His ability to understand student's questions
And ability to guide students to understand a question.

Speed of conveying topics
Clarity of examples
Challenging questions

E. AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT 

What improvements would you suggest to Tuck Choy Tan?

Comments

nil

ur awesome prof

–

–

nil

Tell us more stories!

nil

nil

Hopefully he could be more patient to students that are slower

The teacher perhaps could prepare more interesting videos regarding the topics and concepts to be taught to increase our interest
on the module.

i dont join live lectures because the content is too confusing and I often need to replay a certain part over and over to understand the
content. it would be better if I didn't feel bad everytime I watched a lecture recording because prof wants people to show up for live
lectures.

In my opinion, I feel that Prof Aaroon should tone down this module's difficulty in the exams as it feels like I am taking math
olympiad for a year 1 module. This module would have been enjoyed by many if the exams were not extremely difficult for a year 1
module. This module is still the hardest math module I have taken in NUS. I think for this module it's kind of sad as many students
are taking this module with the mindset of SU since it is generally extremely difficult especially for a year 1 module.

Honestly I think Prof Aaron is pretty damn good already. If I were to suggest any additional improvements he can make, it'll seem
that I'm nitpicking. The only thing I can think of is perhaps more fun problems to solve and discuss in the lecture slides? Content is
generally pretty interesting for me even though I suck at it :)

The questions can be quite difficult and challenging, I feel that as beginners, we should be given questions that are more
manageable and in–line with the content / tutorials taught in class so that we can become more confident of what we are doing. It is
very discouraging for us when we receive very bad results, despite working very hard and we only have a few weeks to grasp
everything that we have not even seen before.

nil

NIL

N.A.

everything is good

Lower the expectation

nil

Maybe try to make the exams less harder.

nil, Prof Aaron is the perfect role model for a professor

Please do not have other lecturers to teach CS1231S, you are teaching way better, hope that the next batch can only be taught by u

The 9am lecture in wednesday is too close to the cs2100 tutorial which makes it difficult to attend the lecture on time (only for
wednesday morning tutorial for cs2100)



Comments

Tho it would only be a problem for those that take cs2100 and cs1231s combi (which is most likely poly students)

Don't get too affected by "poor attendance" in your online lectures, you might think that 30% attendance is bad, but another module
I'm taking only has around 7% lecture attendance. I'm sure the reason some people are absent from your live lectures is because
it's at 9am / 12nn and because they can watch the replay later.

Professor Tan could be more patient at times as the module he is teaching is no doubt a difficult one. During lectures when polling,
and students give "foolish" answers or ask foolish questions at times, it is to be expected due to the entirely new concept taught
during the module. Although rare, I have seen Professor Tan get mildly annoyed by such queries, which is a possible improvement I
can suggest to him to be more patient. This is because the student who asked the question or answered wrongly may feel
demotivated or foolish for asking such a question when the Professor reacts this way.

–

NIL

Lecture examples could be more similar to tutorial questions because I find it hard to see the link between examples in the lecture
and in the tutorial sometimes.

Can go at slower pace.

–

Not to feel to down when students do not appear to lecture. I will have to admit that I am not able to understand live lectures and will
only understand the basis of the topic after watching a few recordings.

Slowing down the pace of more complex lectures as it may be too fast at times

F. SELF-REFLECTION

1. When comparing these results to the previous year's results, what areas have shown improvement?

2. What areas remain to be improved and what are the necessary steps / actions to do so?

3. Are there colleagues who could potentially guide me?

4. Are there issues that require departmental or institutional support?
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