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President graces Gala Dinner  
 

ICAAS was deeply honoured with the presence of Mr. S R Nathan 
(President of Singapore) at its gala dinner to celebrate the 30th Anniversary 
of its founding and the Centenary Year of Imperial College London getting 
its royal charter.  The 28-table affair was held at the Noble House on 30 
November 2007.  The event was also attended by Sir Richard (Rector), 
Lady Sykes, Paul Madden (British High Commissioner), J Y Pillay (ICAAS 
advisor), IC alumni from Hong Kong, Malaysia, Japan, and Thailand, as 
well as guests and the local alumni community. 
 
At press time, the photos taken at the Gala Dinner are not ready for 
publication.  We will include them in the next issue of the newsletter. 
 
 

Philip Yeo conferred Honorary Doctorate by IC 

 

Imperial College London honorary degrees are awarded to 
people “of conspicuous merit, who are outstanding in their 
field or who have given exceptional service to the 
university.”  At the Asia Convocation held at the University 
Cultural Centre on 30 November 2007, Mr. Philip Yeo 
(Chairman, SPRING) was recognized by IC for his 
outstanding contribution to Singapore’s economic growth.  

 

Mr. Yeo is one of Singapore’s true pioneers of economic development.  He 
is credited with harnessing the country’s skills in industries such as 
semiconductors, aerospace and speciality chemicals.  He has been 
passionate about developing people, helping thousands of Singaporeans 
to study at top universities around the world on government-funded 
scholarships.  At A*STAR, for example, he established a graduate 
academy to train 1,000 PhD scholars in IT, engineering, molecular biology, 
biochemistry and medicine. 
 
Imperial College London also conferred honorary doctorates on Sir 
Michael Kadoorie (Chairman, CLP Holding Ltd), Mr. Walter Kwok 
(Chairman & CEO, Sun Hung Kai Properties), Dr. Richard Lee (Chairman, 
TAL Apparel), and Dr. Sir David Lee Kwok-po (Chairman & CEO, Bank of 
East Asia). 
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Imperial College Centenary Symposium  
A one-day research symposium with the theme “Science, Engineering & Medicine in the 21st Century” 
was held in association with the A*STAR – Imperial Partnership (AIP) on 28 November 2007 at the 
Biopolis.  The four sessions focused on: Materials Science & Engineering; Engineering – from 
Bioengineering to Water Systems; Cancer & Infectious Disease; and Imaging in Engineering & Medicine. 
 

  
 

Prof. Mary Ritter (Pro-Rector) making the Introduction. 
 

Sir Richard Sykes (Rector) giving the Welcome Address 
 

 

Social Get-Together 
Several Exco members met IC staff from the International Relations and Office of Alumni & 
Development to finalize plans and to get to know each other better.  The meeting was held in the 
evening of 28 November 2007 at Club 72 @ New Asia Bar in the Stamford Swissotel. 
 

  
(L-R) Timothy Toh, Lee Yew Wei, Carol Marsh, & Prof. Wong 
Limsoon. 

(L-R) Fiona Kirk, Pamela Michael, Dennis Ling, & Toh Poh Joo. 

 

We Seek Your Contributions …  
If you have had a class or year reunion recently, do drop us a few lines and/or send us a photo to share with others 
in the newsletter.  This is a great way to catch up and/or locate long lost friends. 
 

Change of Email Address  

 

In order that you continue to receive updates on ICAAS activities, please inform us of your new email address.  Do 
send the information to Prof. Wong Limsoon (wongls@comp.nus.edu.sg), who has kindly been maintaining the 
ICAAS mailing list and web site. 

mailto:wongls@comp.nus.edu.sg
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IC Centenary Alumni Seminar 
 

 
 

 

With the theme of “Developments in Management, Technology 
& Healthcare,” the one-day seminar was held on 29 November 
2007 at the NLB Building.  The welcome was given by Dr. Lee 
Hing Yan (President, ICAAS) and Mr. Gene Tan (Deputy 
Director, NLB), followed by the Opening Address by Sir Richard 
Sykes (Rector, Imperial College London). 
 
The morning Management track featured four speakers.   
 
(L-R) Dr. Lee Hing Yan, Tan Kee Hian (Senior Global Expert, 
Blue Ocean Strategy Network & IC alumnus), Dr. Viphandh 
Roengpithya (President, Asian University & IC alumnus), Prof. 
Dorothy Griffiths (Deputy Principal, Tanaka Business School), 
Olivier Lim (CFO, CapitaLand & IC alumnus), and Dennis Ling 
(session chair). 

  

Dr. Maini Tidu (Pro Rector Emeritus & Science Advisor to Qatar 
Foundation) giving the keynote address on Technology 
Transfer. 

Prof. Sam Ge (Professor of Electrical Engineering & IC 
alumnus) speaking on “Robotics: The Past, the Present and the 
Future.” 
 

  
Eddie Chau (Founder, e-Cop and IC alumnus) sharing on the 
topic of “A Brief History of Info-Security”. 
 

Prof. Hani Gabra (Professor of Medical Oncology) elaborating 
on “Science in Action for Change in Outlook: Ovarian Cancer.” 

 

We are taking a well-deserved break in December.    
 

The next issue will feature photos from the Gala Di nner. 
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Prof. Mary Ritter (Pro Rector for Postgraduate & International 
Affairs) reporting on “The Importance of Transferable Skills in 
Research Training: Our Experience at Imperial College 
London,” with Prof. Wong Limsoon (session chair) looking on.   
 

There was ample time to meet old friends and make new ones 
during the morning and afternoon breaks, with food served in 
the adjoining Courtyard. 

  
 

UK Distinguished Visitors Lecture 
 

  

 

 

The audience signing the guest book at 
Eden Hall at Nassim Road, the residence 
of the British High Commissioner in 
Singapore. 
 
Left: Sir Richard explaining why “Science 
Matters”. 

 

A number of IC alumni attended the 
lecture.  They included: George Ong, 
Eddie Chau, Lee Yew Wei, Yap Tiong 
Peng, Dr. Kuan Tek Seang, and Anthony 
Ong. 

Sir Richard Sykes (Rector, Imperial College London) gave the above lecture on 29 November 2007, where he explored some of 
the paradoxes presented by attitudes to science today and illustrated, drawing on current research at Imperial and elsewhere, the 
relevance of this work across the world. 
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Asia Convocation 2007 
 

Imperial’s graduation ceremonies, without exception, have always been held in the Royal Albert Hall in London.   With the large 
number of Asian students attending Imperial, there were two previous occasions when the ceremonies were held in this region.  
Singapore first hosted a graduation ceremony on 27 November 1992 at the Jubilee Hall in Raffles Hotel, while Malaysia hosted the 
second one in 1999.  We are indeed honoured to be hosting a graduation ceremony at the University Cultural Centre as part of the 
Centenary Year celebrations. 
 

  
The stage is set … 
 

Sir Richard Sykes (Rector) giving his message. 
 

  
Three honorary graduates to be presented.  (L-R) Mr. Walter 
Kwok, Dr. Maini Tidu (Pro Rector Emeritus), Dr. Richard Lee, 
Prof. Richard Kitney (Director, Graduate School of Engineering 
& Physical Sciences), and Dr. Sir David Li Kwok-po. 

 

Another two honorary doctorates. (L-R) Sir Michael Kadoorie, 
Prof. Dorothy Griffiths (Deputy Principal, Tanaka Business 
School), and Mr. Philip Yeo (Chairman, SPRING), Prof. Mary 
Ritter (Pro Rector for Postgraduate & International Affairs), and 
Mr. Vernon McClure (Academic Registrar). 
 

  
Lee Yew Wei (Vice Chair, Youth Wing) being recognized by Sir 
Richard. 

(L-R) Prof. Shunichi Nakamura (President ICAA Japan), 
Toshimi Nakamura, Elsie Lee, Dr. Lee Hing Yan (President, 
ICAAS), and Prof. Wong Limsoon. 
 

 


