
ORBITAL INTERNSHIPS STUDENT LIFE

ACADEMIC DAY STUDENT SHARING AY25/26

MODULE PLANNING SPECIAL PROGRAMMES CLUBS



*This is for you to decide!



ABOUT ME
Kimaya Wanjari (tele: @kimaya_w)

• Year 2 Computer Science + NUS College

• NOC Toronto AY 25/26

• Deputy Director of Orientation AY 24/25

• NUS College Club AY25/26

• NUS Varsity Choir and NUSC Barbershop

• ex-Avenger for CS1101S

• Currently SWE summer intern

48 hours of no sleep lol



Good news: it’s a breeze if you plan ahead!



• Know the requirements for your
⚬ Course completion
⚬ 2nd major and minors / double major (if any)
⚬ Specialisations
⚬ BComp Dissertation Project (required for Honours (Highest Distinction))

• You must finalise your academic plan declaration by start of Year 3!

• Take as many foundational (core) courses while you can. You never want to be left behind due to 
missing prerequisites.

• GEs / IS1108 / ES2660 / Science --> relatively lighter workload. You can take them after year 2 to 
pair with demanding courses! or use them as buffer in cases where you don’t get a course. 

• Downside of the above is that you only have 3 courses for SUs (12 units) after Y1 



Double counting courses
Triple counting is not allowed

Taking an unholy trinity to 
make space for 
exchange/SP

Some courses are only 
offered in 1 sem per AY

Relatively chill Y4, can 
choose to do 2 CS focus 

areasSome courses must be 
taken together



• Algorithms & Theory

• Artificial Intelligence

• Computer Graphics and Games

• Computer Security

• Database Systems

• Multimedia Information Retrieval

• Networking and Distributed Systems

• Parallel Computing

• Programming Languages

• Software Engineering

Each focus area requires 3 primaries 

courses to complete but you can do more

If you plan your time at SoC well, you can 

do multiple CS focus areas! :)

 Note: Some of these courses are only 

offered in 1 semester per AY!

https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#Algorithms
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#Algorithms
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#AI
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#AI
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#Graphics
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#Graphics
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#SysSecurity
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#SysSecurity
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#DBsystems
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#DBsystems
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#InfoRetrieval
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#InfoRetrieval
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#Networks
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#Networks
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#ParallelComputing
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#ParallelComputing
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#ProgLangs
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#ProgLangs
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#SWEngrg
https://www.comp.nus.edu.sg/programmes/ug/focus/#SWEngrg


• Don’t forget your rounds!! (speaking from 

experience unfortunately)

• For tutorial bidding use the alternate 

ranking “hack”

Course registration calendar 

https://www.nus.edu.sg/coursereg/docs/UGCPE_CourseRegSchedule.pdf
https://www.nus.edu.sg/coursereg/docs/UGCPE_CourseRegSchedule.pdf


After sem 1 ends



Options to explore things you enjoy :)

Orbital

Hackathons + Networking events

Special Programmes

Internships



Application

• Apply in pairs (preferably from SoC) during Y1 summer

Experience

• Very good way to learn about SWE principles (OOP, SOLID and QA/testing)

• Monthly peer reviews

• You’ll be assigned an advisor (mandatory) and a mentor if Artemis-level.

• Advisors inform you about deadlines and give feedback, some are chill, others strict

• Expected 140-160 hours over the summer (tracked via self-reporting).

Tips

• Choose a project you’re interested in because motivation really matters.

• Communicate with your partner often. Misalignment is a common reason teams 

fail.



• Clinic Management system for Project Battambang

• Efficient record keeping and cross station in the absence of reliable network

• We have successors to this project this year and new positions open every cycle



• Level up programming skill (*debatable because of AI) 

and improve product thinking

• Learn new tech/tools outside the classroom 

• Practice teamwork, time management, and problem-

solving under pressure.

• There is a chance you will continue to develop the idea 

into a full-fledged product even after the hackathon



▲ Productivity tool with real financial penalties

▲  Clinic flow and records management system

▲  AI meeting notes and task allocator tool

Posture management tool▲
 

*credits to Lim Ji 
Yong and Meera 
Ranjan for working on 
the hardware !!



• Undergraduate Research Opportunities Programme (UROP)
• Student Exchange Programme (SEP)
• NUS Overseas Colleges (NOC)
• Overseas Community Involvement Project (OCIP)
• And many others...

Know the mapping for each of these special programmes!!

Eg. 1 year NOC ̂



Every location has its own 
unique selling point/ industry

Know which locations have 
partner universities

Factor in the duration of your 
programme 
(3 mth vs 6 mth vs 12 mth) into 
your study plan early on

I highly recommend doing a 3- 
mth NOC before going for longer 
NOC programmes in your 
following years



Where to Apply
• Main platforms: LinkedIn, Google Careers, company websites
• TalentConnect = helps to land opportunities for credit-bearing roles (ATAP)

How Many Applications?
• Expect to mass send applications before getting an offer 
• It’s a numbers game. Don't take rejections personally

Can Y1s Get Internships?
• Rare, but possible especially if you have:

• Polytechnic background (big plus!)
• Side projects / GitHub / small contract work

• Most students do orbital during the summer after Y1

When to Intern?
• Summer (May–Aug) = most common (12 weeks)
• Winter (Dec–Jan) = rare, usually < 1 month
• Part-time during semester = risky but possible (depends on load)
• Consider ATAP (6 months, takes LOA)

Quick Tips
• Start LeetCode early (even Easy Qs help)
• Focus on projects + learning early; offers will follow



What is it?
• 10-week non-graded summer prep programme for coding 

interviews
• Focused on helping freshmen prepare for technical internships
• No modular credits, open to all SoC students

What You’ll Learn
• Weekly DSA homework (based on the famous Tech Interview Prep 

List)
• Language-agnostic (Python, Java, C++, JS all fine)
• Based on Tech Interview Handbook 

Timeline & Format
• Weekly online lectures (recordings available)
• Start Date around mid-May



Student Clubs

Student Life Events

Part-time Teaching Assistant



Explore broadly in Year 1

• Attend welcome teas & intro sessions

• Join multiple Telegram/Discord groups

• Try out workshops, don’t commit blindly

What’s your vibe?

• Want to build/create? → DSC, Hackers, FinTech, GDG, StartIT, WiT

• Want to compete? → GreyHats, Hackers

• Want to lead? → NUSSU Students’ Computing Club, ExCos

 Don’t overcommit

• Quality > quantity: pick 1–2 you can really be active in

Full list of Official SoC Student Clubs

• NUS Students Computing Club

• Developer Student Clubs (DSC)

• NUS FinTech Society

• Women in Tech (WiT)

• NUS Games Development Group

• NUS GreyHats

• NUS Hackers

• StartIT



• Fulfiling experience + keeps the content fresh in your brain even after completing the course

• E.g. CS1101S has a large team of avengers. Keep a lookout for applications if you are interested after Y1S1!

• Being a TA in the Y1 courses probably helps your chance of being one for future courses

• Some courses ask former TAs to recommend students from their class to be future TAs

⚬ E.g. CS3230

• SoC compensates students generously 

• TA workload can vary greatly across courses

• You don’t need an A+ or even an A/A- for that matter to be a TA 

⚬ Ability to take exams != Ability to teach/explain







Mental health is more important than we might realise  Especially in uni

https://www.nus.edu.sg/hwb/resource/students/


Free Printing (COM1)
• Computing students are given 50 pages of printing quota monthly. 

• Each student can hold up to 100 pages of free printing quota

Study spots + booking them in advance!

• Bookable

⚬ U Town Education Resource Centre

⚬ Central Library

⚬ Med-Science Library

• Unbookable

⚬ COM1 basement

⚬ Terrace



Telegram: @kimaya_w if you have any questions!
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