
CS 5229 (2014/2015) Survey/Essay Paper 

Topic:  A mini-survey on the Network Neutrality debate and your comments on the 

U.S. FCC’s proposal on Protecting and Promoting the Open Internet rulemaking: 

https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-14-61A1.pdf 

 

What is a survey paper? 

 

A survey paper, as described by ACM Computing Surveys, is "a paper that 

summarizes and organizes recent research results in a novel way that integrates and 

adds understanding to work in the field. A survey article assumes a general 

knowledge of the area; it emphasizes the classification of the existing literature, 

developing a perspective on the area, and evaluating trends." The network neutrality 

debate not only includes technical or research aspects, but also economics, political 

and social aspects. Thus, your survey paper could be broader, or in other words, less 

technical.  

 

Objectives: 

1. To understand the Network Neutrality debate and related issues. 

2. To get exposed to and familiar with working in the unknowns.  

3. To explore research ideas, problems and opinions from real problems. 

4. To collect, study, understand and organize the state-of-the-art status of a 

research area. 

5. To build critical thinking through writing.  

6. To form individual opinions based on reasoning and showing evidences. 

 

Your survey/essay should include: 

1. A title that addresses your point of view of the network neutrality debate 

and/or your comments to the FCC’s proposed rulemaking. 

2. An abstract that summarizes your survey content, results and comments. 

3. An introduction of what network neutrality is. There could be many different 

definitions and aspects of network neutrality. State clearly what aspects you 

will and will not discuss in the survey. 

4. Discussions on what are the existing opinions and research results of network 

neutrality and their corresponding justifications. Make citations clear. Make 

differences between your own comments/opinions and other people’s. 

5. Comments on the FCC’s proposal on Protecting and Promoting the Open 

Internet rulemaking. Form your own opinions and state your own opinion 

clearly. Please refer to the paragraphs in the FCC document when you make 

comments. You could 1) support or object FCC’s statements or 2) propose 

new suggestions, justified by your own logic, reasoning and evidences clearly. 

6. Be sure to give reasons, logics and evidences of your point of view. You should 

also compare your point of view with other existing opinions. If you agree 

https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-14-61A1.pdf


with other opinions, what new supportive evidences or reasons you are 

providing if you disagree with other opinions, what your defenses are. 

Opinions without justifications will be less convincing.  

7. A list of references. 

 

Guidelines: 

 

1. The paper should not exceed 6 pages, excluding the references. You are free 

to choose any format/template and editing software, e.g., Microsoft Word or 

Latex. 

2. The deadline of submitting the survey is Friday, October 31th 2014. Please 

send a PDF version of your paper to tbma@comp.nus.edu.sg and name your 

PDF file by your matriculation number.  

3. You should read extensively. Through reading, you can have a holistic view of 

the network neutrality debate before forming your own ideas. The more you 

read, the less biased your idea will be. 

4. Organize your survey is a logical way so that it shows completeness of your 

work. Do not just discuss others’ work one by one without connecting what 

you read altogether. 

5. Think logically and critically. What you read might not be correct. Think about 

the question that to what extent the opinions are correct or reasonable. 

6. Writing is also important. Good ideas could not be delivered without good 

communications.  

 

Places to start with: 

1. Net neutrality  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Net_neutrality 

2. FCC Open Internet Order 2010  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FCC_Open_Internet_Order_2010 

 

Baseline grading criteria (taken from Prof. Teo Yong Meng) 

 

You will be graded based on your writing, presentation, and how it enhances the 

understanding of the research topic.  Criteria include:  

 Thoroughness and scope of survey 

 Classification and organization of trends 

 Critical evaluation of approaches (relative advantage/disadvantages) 

 Quality of explanation (Draw your own figures, diagram, charts, to score here) 

 Reference and Pointer to depth information 

 Formatting 

 Timeliness in observing the deadlines 

 

Some advice on writing given by Prof. Henning Schulzrinne: 

1. Writing Technical Article (www.cs.columbia.edu/~hgs/etc/writing-style.html)  

2. Common Bugs in Writing (www.cs.columbia.edu/~hgs/etc/writing-bugs.html) 

mailto:tbma@comp.nus.edu.sg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Net_neutrality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FCC_Open_Internet_Order_2010

